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Travel Carbon Tax 
 
 

Proposal Name Travel Carbon Tax 

Recipient General Council 42 

Originating Body Kootenay Presbytery 

Proposed Action That the 42nd General Council: 

Create policy whereby travel claims related to the business of The United Church of 
Canada be subject to a carbon tax to be determined by General Council Executive with 
revenues directed to The United Church of Canada's Mission and Service Fund. The court 
receiving the claim pays the tax. 

Background The Earth's climate is changing at an unprecedented rate and human activity is 
overwhelmingly responsible. Increased risk of droughts, floods, tropical storms, and 
altered weather patterns threatens to displace more people and lead to increasing 
numbers of civil wars and international conflict. People living in poverty and indigenous 
populations, including here in Canada, are made especially vulnerable to climate chaos. 
The people and countries responsible for the majority of historic heat-trapping pollution 
are least likely to bear the brunt of the changes. Conversely, the people and countries 
least responsible for causing climate chaos are most likely to experience increasing levels 
of disease, displacement, and conflict. Climate chaos is a justice issue with which every 
follower of Jesus and every person of faith should be concerned. Ocean acidification, 
also caused by carbon dioxide emissions, is another area of major concern. 

Travel is a major contributor of heat-trapping greenhouse gases. Air travel is especially 
harmful because it is fuel intensive, it cannot yet be fueled on a large scale by renewable 
sources, and the emissions occurs high in the atmosphere. Other forms of travel are also 
carbon-intensive because of Canada's fossil fuel-based infrastructure system. United 
Church of Canada activities, such as pastoral visits and meetings of all four courts tend to 
require a high amount of travel. Video conferencing, tele conferencing, conducting 
business remotely such as over email or social media are all gaining popularity within the 
denomination; however, travel continues to contribute significantly to the 
denomination's greenhouse gas footprint. 

This proposal seeks to reduce the amount of travel for church-related business and to 
compensate for the harm incurred by fossil fuel-intensive travel. A “tax” levied on travel 
will serve as additional incentive to find alternatives to carbon-intensive travel. It will 
encourage would-be travelers to discern whether travel is truly necessary. It will also 
encourage the technological upgrades that might be necessary for modes of 
communication like video conferencing. It will also shore up the revenues of the Mission 
and Service Fund, some of which address the impacts of a changing climate. 

The travel carbon tax would apply only to travel that is reimbursable and when the 
traveler is completing an expense claim form anyway. Thus, administering the travel 
carbon tax would be relatively simple, and equal in simplicity to general reimbursement. 
All courts of the denomination would need to modify travel expense claim forms to 
account for the travel carbon tax. When completing their travel expense claim forms, 
travelers would apply a constant emissions factor based on the mode (eg. Personal 
vehicle, rail bus, air, etc.). Alternatively, for greater accuracy, travelers could apply that 



 

 

vehicle's actual fuel efficiency (based on the vehicle's internal computer) or estimated 
fuel efficiency (based on the manufacturer's specifications or www.fueleconomy.gov). 
The tax would begin at $30/tonne and increase by $10/tonne each triennium, until 
reaching a cap of $50/tonne. A flight from Vancouver to Toronto, for example, would 
initially cost an additional $17.60 and increase to $29.30 by 2018. A drive in a compact 
car from Corner Brook to St John's, NL would initially cost an additional $4.00 and 
increase to an additional $6.60 by 2018.  

Revenues from the travel carbon tax would be directed to the Mission and Service Fund. 
The revenues may then be used to further encourage carbon reductions, or to provide 
technological upgrades necessary for other modes of communication, or other initiatives 
at the discretion of the General Council. 

The United Church of Canada has spoken prophetically and frequently about climate 
justice. It continues to be complicit in climate chaos largely because of Canada's system 
of fossil fuel infrastructure. It now has an opportunity to put its 'own house in order' and 
model responsible climate policy for the federal government and provincial 
governments. With that added credibility, the denomination's calls for climate 
leadership would bear greater significance. 

Financial 
Implications 

Initially approximately $0.50 / 100km of travel 




